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A Greeting 
for the New Year 


NE OF THE MORE PLEASANT DUTIES of the president of 
your Society is the opportunity to greet the entire J.P.S. family 
on the approaching New Year. 


t is especially appropriate for us since we, the People of the Book, 

are carrying on in the spirit of the Book; also, because books have 
a part in the liturgy, in the legend and lore of the Holy Days. We recall 
the Book of Remembrance—the completed volume—in which a record 
is kept of all that transpired in the life of the individual and of the 
group during the previous twelve months. Then there are the books— 
still blank—that will be filled in during the twelve months ahead. In 
a word, it is a period of stock-taking and of planning. And the greatest 
factor characterizing all these books—past and future—are the good 
wishes they record of our fellow men. 


Ww: of the Jewish Publication Society are governed by similar con- 
siderations. Through the books we publish annually we are in a 
way the symbol of the People of the Book. Thanks to our scholars and 
men of letters, we are endeavoring to give our readers books that are in 
keeping with the high standard which the Society has maintained 
throughout the years. For this, I know, we have their—and your— 
good wishes. We are also grateful to the Father of the Book of Books for 
singling us out to do this sacred work. 


t is in this spirit of appreciation for what we have been able to 
accomplish in the past year, and of deep gratitude, that I extend 
the season’s greetings for a year of peace and security to our member- 
ship and to our people wherever they may be: 
LESHANA TOVA TIKATEVU 
SoL SATINSKY, 
President 
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New Paperbacks Due 


Coming in November are three 
paperbacks which, apart from their 
private reading value, can serve as 
program material for adult classes: 

THE ZIONIST IDEA, edited by Ar- 
thur Hertzberg, was originally pub- 
lished in 1958. It consists of the most 
significant excerpts from the Zionist 
writings of those who founded Israel 
and have given ideological direction to 
its present leaders. It thus provides 
an excellent, stimulating history of 
Zionist thought. Dr. Hertzberg’s in- 
troduction is an invaluable summary 
and guide. Price, $1.95 

A HISTORY OF THE CONTEMPORARY 
JEWS, by Solomon Grayzel, is a paper- 
back original, never before published 
in this form. It offers a rapid survey 
of Jewish history during the last two 
or three generations. Writing from 
the viewpoint of an American Jew, 
the author summarizes and evaluates 
the trends which have characterized 
Jewish life. Price, $1.25 

MODERN NATIONALISM AND RELI- 
GION, by Salo W. Baron, was origi- 
nally published in 1946. It is a pro- 
found study of the interaction between 
these two trends of the spirit in west- 
ern society since the French Revolu- 
tion. The struggle between them 
played a large part in molding thought 
and institutions. The effect of both 
trends upon the Jews was sometimes 
tragic and always significant. Price, 
$1.45 

All three papverbacks are being pub- 
lished with Meridian Books, Inc. 





Pre-Hannukah Sale 


The circular announcing the 1960 
Pre-Hanukkah Sale is scheduled to be 
mailed during the week of October 24, 
1960. Included this year, at reduc- 
tions up to 75%, are books for adults' 
and children published by the JPS, 
Schocken Books, East and West Lib- 
rary, Soncino Press and others. Begin 
now to plan your gift list for Hanuk- 
kah; order early for prompt service. 

The JPS will give the two-volume 
set titled Louis Marshall: Champion 
of Liberty (list price, $10) to each 
member whose order amounts to $10 
or more. 














JEWISH BOOK MONTH 


Book Month programs can be made 
colorful and significant by the use 
of JPS materials, program chairmen 
throughout the country have found. 
They use attractive JPS book jackets 
and literature to enliven displays, and 
hold discussions of JPS membership 
as a lasting result of the observance. 
Jackets and literature may be obtained 
by writing the Executive Director now. 











BOOKS BY 
OTHER PUBLISHERS 


Generally, our reporter on non-JPS 
books considers the summer a good 
time to catch up on reading long-ne- 
glected old books and pays little at- 
tention to new ones. But there w: 
one book which he could not mm 
reading and which he now feels both 
obligated and delighted to bring to 
the attention of other JPS members. 

The book is a novel, which in itself 
makes it an unusual item in this 
column. It is called THE SECOND 
CRUCIFIXION (Alfred Knopf, 373 
pages, $4.50) and, since its author 
is Maurice Samuel, everyone will un- 
derstand that it must be much more 
than an ordinary novel. It will, of 
course, be read with pleasure; for 
Maurice Samuel is not only a master 
of English style, he also knows how 
to tell a story. 

The events which form the back- 
ground of the story occurred in the 
middle of the second century of th 
Common Era, some years after thi 
disastrous defeat of Bar Kokhba. 
That period is generally identified as 
the one which witnessed the “Parting 
of the Ways” between Judaism and 
Christianity, when they became two 
distinct religions. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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A letter from the Executive Director... 
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Lesser ZUSSMAN 
Executive Dimecror 


September 8, 1960 
Dear J. P. S. Member: 


One of my varied (and interesting) responsibilities is that of making 
recommendations to our Finance Committee regarding the dues structure of 

the Society's membership plan. On the one hand, we have traditionally set 
our dues at the lowest possible level in order to elicit widespread support; 
while on the other, we must be realistic in anticipating the amount of money 
available from other sources for subsidization of our membership activities. 
(Did you know that every membership below $25.00 is subsidized from other in- 
come unless that member does not select his full quota of books?) 


Our present dues schedule was established on January 1, 1951, when costs of 
book production and distribution were about 40% below current prices. Still, 
we did not change our schedule because we were "getting along" through in- 
creased income from book sales, gifts and allocations from welfare funds. 
Also, we did not want to squeeze any individual out of membership by a request 
& for more dues. 


Rising costs make it apparent that we shall have to narrow the gap between 
income from membership dues and the costs of membership activity. But how? 


Shall we impose an across-the-board-per-book increase? 

Shall we set our schedule in relation to actual expenditure? (It costs 
mo more to acknowledge a contribution of $25.00 than $5.00!) 

Shall we increase our minimum membership to $10.00 and allow a selection 
of four books? 

Shall we revise our method completely and disassociate the book privilege 
from dues, so that the contribution gives the member a right to purchase 
books at a special price - say 60% off list? 


The alternatives are many, and each has its pros and cons. I therefore turn 
to you - our members - for advice upon which to base a recommendation to our 
Finance Committee. What do you recommend? Please write and let me know. 
Your responses will be tabulated and published, with typical letters repro- 
duced in the next Bookmark. 


Many thanks, and best wishes for the New Year, 


Sincerely, 
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Tests for an American Jewish Literature 


By Solomon Grayzel 


Is THERE SUCH A THING AS A JEWISH LITERATURE in th 
diaspora? More specifically, can we hope for a flourishing literature & 
English that will reflect the life and hopes of American Jews? 


Not too long ago the question con- 
cerning a diaspora literature used to 
evoke an expansionist answer. The tests 
for inclusion in Jewish literature were 
simple: the Jewish origin of the author 
and the Jewish contents of the book. 
Around the time of World War I, young 
and old, whoever possessed a measure 
of Jewish cultural awareness, debated 
whether Heinrich Heine’s works might 
not be considered Jewish as well as 
German literature. In the 1930s the 
temptation was great to adopt Thomas 
Mann’s magnificent Joseph trilogy. The 
question about what constitutes Jewish 
literature has been raised again in the 
course of the past year. Now, however, 
the tendency is to contract the limits 
and to permit only that to be called 
Jewish literature which is in Hebrew 
and Yiddish. In a sense, to be sure, this 
would regularize the concept of Jewish 
literature by tying it to a language, as 
is the case with other literatures. On 
the other hand, such a limitation is con- 
trary to fact, experience and tradition. 

The fact is that diaspora Jewish liter- 
ature has always been multilingual. 
Whenever a fairly large number of Jews 
spoke a certain language, they used it to 
express themselves and to describe them- 
selves in whatever literary form was 
current in their time and place. Leaving 
aside the Aramaic portions of the Bible 
and the Talmud, one segment of Jewish 
literature in a diaspora vernacular comes 
to mind at once in connection with the 
Greek-speaking Jews some centuries be- 
fore and soon after the beginnings of the 
Christian era. Another such literature, 
though a different type, was produced 
in Arabic. Surely no one would dream 
of denying a place in Jewish literature 
to the Arabic works of Saadia Gaon and 
Maimonides. Jews have used many lan- 
guages, and any linguistic test would 
be quite beside the point. 

One of the basic difficulties which we 
now encounter in deciding what is and 


what is not Jewish literature is due, 
not at all to language, but to a change 
in literary fashion which is reflected in 
the restricted meaning generally given 
to the term literature. The word has come 
to stand for hardly anything other than 
fiction. Even the essay has ceased to 
have much appeal. Poetry is quite be- 
yond the modern reader’s grasp. Phi- 
losophical writing has become limited to 
the scholars and the scholarly; and 
works on religion appeal, with few ex- 
ceptions, to the theologically-minded or 
the maudlin. Now and then, by accident, 
we have a Bertrand Russell or George 
Santayana and, on the Jewish side, a 
Schechter or a Heschel whose writings 
possess literary grace and find wider 
acceptance. But even they are blithe 
ignored by the vast majority of readers 
To read means to enjoy popular fiction. 
It is the price we pay for democratic 
literacy. 

Literary fashions change 


This has clearly not been the tradi- 
tional Jewish view of literature, where 
fiction used to play a minor role. The 
modern Jew, moreover, would be well ad- 
vised against too ready acceptance of 
the current definition. It is not at all 
unlikely that the literary fashion will 
change in the cultural world about us: 
that the thoughtful essay will come back 
into fashion, that poetry will return to 
favor, and that philosophy and history 
will resume their primacy in literary 
life. Readers may get tired of contrived 
plots and their made-to-order characters. 
The growing interest in biography al 
ready presages the change. Thus ie 
ature in a higher sense may before lon 
come closer to the type of writing which 
has historically been characteristic of 
Jewish people. 

If, on the one hand, language and 
literary genre offer no barrier to the de- 
velopment of a diaspora Jewish litera- 
ture, the origin of an author, on tne other 
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hand, gives no assurance that his work 
will have Jewish character. Herman 
Wouk’s CAINE MUTINY cannot be listed 
among Jewish novels, any more than 
can the thoughtful works of Waldo 
Frank or the popular novels of Edna 

rber. Moreover, the Jewish nature of 

contents and characters is equally 
inconclusive as a test of a novel’s Jew- 
ishness. The recent spate of novels in 
which Jewish life and the Jewish people 
are caricatured, even when they are 
written by Jews, have no more claim 
to being considered Jewish literature 
than does HITLER’s MEIN KAMPF, which 
also says much about Jews. Nor can 
we consider Jewish those works of fic- 
tion written by Jews or non-Jews in 
which Jews figure, to a greater or lesser 
extent, as either heroic or villainous 
characters (like THE YOUNG LIONS 
whose author was Jewish, and By LOVE 
POSSESSED whose author was non-Jew- 
ish.) All this is as it should be: Jews 
must figure in an American novel because 
they constitute part of the total Amer- 
ican scene. Literary critics may welcome 
such novels into American literature, or 
ject them on the basis of style or 
raftsmanship or whatever other cri- 
teria the critics set up. Jews, however, 
cannot accept them into an American 
Jewish literature unless they meet two 
further tests: the one of comprehension, 
the other of tradition. 







Understanding Jewish life 

When one considers those works of 
fiction which are undeniably Jewish, one 
finds that they possess the following 
characteristics: They make the Jewish 
situation central to their story; the prob- 
lems they pose are such as none other 
than a Jewish American would encounter 
or want to solve. They then proceed to 
discuss the characteristics and their prob- 
lems with understanding, appreciation 
and compassion. This is what has made 
Ab Cahan’s THE RISE OF DAvID LEVINSKY 
example of what an 


e outstanding 
: merican Jewish story should be. This, 


00, is what has made Ludwig Lewi- 
sohn’s THE ISLAND WITHIN a good Jew- 
ish story. Even Wouk and Philip Roth, 
for all their portrayal of tawdriness 
and vulgarity in American Jewish life, 
can be said to have made a contribution 
to this type of literature because they 
know the Jewish situation and they dis- 


cuss it in sorrow rather than with 
scorn. Bernard Malamud, above all, far- 
fetched though some of his plots may be, 
has shown insight into Jewish charac- 
ter. 

Concern for human progress 

There is one other quality which the 
books just mentioned possess to a great- 
er or lesser degree. It is the traditional 
Jewish attitude of social awareness. The 
fact is that Jewish literary activity in 
the many centuries which preceded 
ours was directed toward social im- 
provement in terms of morals, ethics 
and the molding of character. Biblical, 
rabbinic and philosophical works, mid- 
rash, poetry and law stressed the one 
goal of tikkun ha‘olam, the improve- 
ment of the world. Of course, the best 
non-Jewish contributors to every litera- 
ture have also expressed it; but our 
point is that no book can qualify for 
Jewish literature unless this viewpoint 
lies at its base. Without it we will have 
—as we already do have in considerable 
numbers—not a Jewish literature, but 
stray novels about Jews, exotic liter- 
ary by-products of American life. 

It seems clear that, in the course of 
the past half century, we in the United 
States have laid the foundations for an 
American Jewish literature, both of the 
broader kind demanded by Jewish tradi- 
tion and of the narrower fictional type. 
A group as large and as energetic as 
the American Jews is bound to attract 
attention; Jewish as well as non-Jewish 
novelists are certain to want to describe 
and interpret it, and many have already 
done so. Whether these works, written or 
to be written, deserve to be dignified as 
Jewish literature must depend, not on 
the language in which they appear, but 
on the ability of the author to explore 
and appreciate the struggles involved 
in maintaining the purity of Jewish life 
in the midst of a frequently unsympa- 
thetic, if not discouraging, environment, 
and on his desire to describe this strug- 
gle seriously with wisdom and compas- 
sion. 

All this assumes, of course, that such 
future authors will continue to see a 
struggle for values that are worthwhile. 
Ultimately literature is a function of 
the culture from which it rises. This is 
why the future of Jewish literature de- 
pends directly on the vitality of Amer- 
ican Jewish life. 
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In Italy’s Renaissance 


This review is reprinted from the Jewish Chronicle of London. Dr. James 


Parkes, the reviewer, is a 


Christian relations. 


The Jewish Publication Society of 
America goes from. strength to 
strength. There is nothing like it in 
the realm of Judaica, and every year 
it produces works which in scope and 
authorship are well designed to meet 
the wants of any serious student of 
the subject. The present work is a 
worthy example. It forms an excel- 
lent supplement to its predecessor 
which the J.P.S. published in 1946, 
Cecil Roth’s “HISTORY OF THE JEWS 
IN ITALY.” For it was only in Italy 
that Jews were able to participate in 
the new life of the Renaissance, and 
it is with Italy that Dr. Roth is 
exclusively concerned. 

Although there were preliminary 
tastes of the flowering to come as 
early as the second half of the thir- 
teenth century, it is really only at 
the end of the fifteenth century that 
the story begins to fill out, and it 
lasts barely a century, for the reaction 
of the Counter Reformation began to 
herd Jews back to the ghetto and the 
badge by the middle of the sixteenth 
century. But for three or four genera- 
tions Jews enjoyed an equality and 
friendship with their Gentile neigh- 
bours such as they had not known 
since the days of the western cali- 
phate in Spain. 

The oldest Jewish communities in 
Italy come from the centre and the 
south. Only towards the end of the 
Middle Ages did they settle in the 
northern cities. But it is of such 
cities as the Florence of the Medicis 
or the Mantua of the Gonzagas that 
Dr. Roth paints his most vivid pic- 
tures. It is perhaps not surprising 
to find that in pictorial art, the Jew- 
ish contribution is almost non-exist- 


noted scholar in 
history and an Anglican Minister. He has written extensively on Jewish- 


the field of Medieval Jewish 
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ent; but there is compensation in the 
rich variety of their contributions to 
letters, to the masque, theatre, and 
dance, to music and medicine, to print- 
ing and scholarship. It is typical of 
the atmosphere of collaboration of 
the period that Dr. Roth is uncertain 
whether many of the exquisite illus- 
minations of Hebrew manuscripts of 
the time were done by Jewish or 
Christian illuminators. 

A less attractive expression of the 
collaboration is the number of Jews 
who were—shall we say, “guided” 
—into conversion by the advantages 
of full surrender to the culture o 
the majority. Some twenty-five i@ 
mentioned by name in the text. That 
this brief century was not wholly 
sundered from Jewish experience 
elsewhere is revealed by the unfortu- 
nate friar who sought to pass in the 
other direction, and expiated his reli- 
gious sincerity upon the pyre. 
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Piracy in Publishing 


It takes no imagination at all—es- 
pecially for a member of the JPS—to 
recognize the difficulties inherent in 

wish publishing. The margin of 

rofit in the publishing field in gen- 
eral is small. Jewish publishers 
have the additional problem of cater- 
ing to a comparatively restricted 
market. Bibles and prayerbooks, and 
a few textbooks, are the only Jewish 
books which frequently yield profit. 

Certainly the Jewish classical lit- 
erature has had no _ overwhelming 
market. This is why the Soncino pub- 
lishers of England were hailed with 
admiration about a quarter of a cen- 
tury ago for undertaking to translate 
and publish in English the Talmud, 
some of the Midrashic works and the 
Zohar. Soncino produced these works 
with loving care: in good transla- 
tions, in attractive print, in good 

indings. But, of course, the price 

las realistically-speaking high. It is 
doubtful, nevertheless, that the sales 
in English-speaking countries have 
brought anything like a fair return. 

Now the photographic printing 
method has in recent years made it 
possible to bring back into circula- 
tion books of medieval and even mod- 
ern authors whose works it would 
not have paid to set in type and re- 
print by letterpress. The process has 
been a great boon in that it made old 
commentaries, responsa, and much 
else available once more. 

But there are always the corner- 
cutters, the “smart businessmen.” 
And so it happened recently that one 
of these reproduced portions of the 


oncino Talmud and the Zohar pho- 
] graphically and is selling them at 


portion of the legitimate price. No 
doubt the publisher of this pirated 
edition counts on the difficulties and 
expense for a British firm to enforce 
its copyright in the United States. 
Besides, no one wants such a quarrel 
to come before a secular judge. The 


Soncino Press must, therefore, de- 
pend on the good sense and public 
spirit of the prospective buyers. 
People truly concerned with the de- 
velopment of a Jewish literature dare 
not encourage such piracy or they 
will discourage legitimate production 
of great classical works, unprofitable 
enough as matters now stand. 


By Other Publishers 


(Continued from page 2) 


Jews play but an indirect role in 
Mr. Samuel’s novel. Its heroes are 
Ebionites and Christians. The Ebio- 
nites, who believed Jesus to have 
been human, a prophet, were consid- 
ered Jews by the Christians and 
Christians by the Jews, Eventually, 
the Christians of pagan origin ab- 
sorbed some of them and drove the 
others back into Judaism. 

This is the historical background 
of the story. But one must remember 
that the dramas of history are played 
on the world’s stage by human actors. 
History’s grandest movements are the 
sums of incidents in the lives of 
many small people, whose loves and 
hates, ambitions and ideals, give 
body and voice to that which is later 
pointed to as a trend. 

Mr. Samuel’s novel is not an alle- 
gory. The characters have personali- 
ties of their own, and their story is 
a thoroughly credible one. But their 
lives do reflect the historical process 
and help to explain it. They illustrate 
the relationships among the three re- 
ligious groups—Jews, Ebionites and 
Christians—and between them and 
the proud, confident, yet tottering 
paganism of the Roman empire. What 
happened to these people provides an 
insight into the way ideals tend to 
become tarnished in the very process 
of institutionalization. The lives of 
individuals may peter out; but their 
thoughts and struggles live on and 
affect the future. 
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From Ararat to Suburbia 


Under this title, the JPS is soon to 
issue a volume on the history of the 
Jews of Buffalo, N. Y. Its authors are 
Dr. Selig Adler and Dr. Thomas E. Con- 
nolly, both of the University of Buffalo, 

The writing of Jewish community his- 
tories in the United States is no easy 
task. On the one hand, there is the sad 
fact that until recently synagogues and 
other organizations have been very care- 
less with their records. On the other 
hand, a tremendous amount of infor- 
mation is buried in old newspaper files, 
so that the researcher faces a tedious and 
time-consuming job. Besides, the Jewish 
population was never quite stationary. 

Dr. Adler and Dr. Connolly accepted 
these challenges at the request of the 
Buffalo Jewish community. They fer- 
reted out minute books; they rummaged 
through newspaper files; they gleaned 
much from interviews in which family 
records and traditions were brought into 
the open. 


The history of the Jews in Buffalo 
differs from similar communal histories 
of Jews in the United States in one out- 
standing respect: it approaches its task 
synthetically. The community’s story is 
told through the lives of individual men 
and women. The result is a_ vibrant, 
lively tale of community change and 
growth. One does not get the impression 


—as happens in other histories of towns 
of secondary size—that everything wy, 
due to a few wealthy and powerful lea 


ers, but rather that, despite internal 
bickerings and differences, no one was 
left behind in the march toward com- 
munal fulfillment. 








